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WHOLE ee} PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 31, 1859. {Yor ure i 
~ ORIGIN AL DEPARTMENT. Ist. The old cicatrices which exist as high 


as the tubercle of the tibia, show that a necrotic 
: ° ° state of the bone formerly extended to that 
Cummunicotions. point. There was therefore no certainty that, 
re with the patient’s diathesis concentrated appa- 
Amputation at the Knee-Joint. rently on this portion of the extremity, the 
BY D. HAYES AGNEW, M. D. disease may not be re-established, should the 
Reported by Chas. II. Benton, M. D., Interne of the Philadelphia | Operation be performed below the joint. 
ey 2d. The removal through the joint can be 
The case was that of an Irish woman, | accomplished with less division of structure. 
Bridget Bilboe, zet. 30, who, according to her| 3d. No section of bone need be made, and 
own account, had been 25 years previous, | therefore no exposure of the veins of the can- 
vhen but a child of 5 years of age, seized with | cclli, which will diminish the risk of pus en- 
severe pain and swelling of the right leg, which | tering the system. 
npidly passed into ulceration, and finally the| 4th. After examining the cases recorded of 
wparation and discharge of small fragments of | amputation at the knee, and comparing them 
bone. After a lapse of two years, the ulcers| with those through the thigh, an argument 
healed up, and the limb remained apparently | equal to six per centum will appear in favor 
wund for five years, at the expiration of which | of the former. ‘ 
time the same symptoms recurred in the neigh-| 5th. That the violent symptoms sometimes 
borhood of the ankle joint, leaving an open | ensuing from articular injuries, are more likely 
ucer, which from that time until the present | to result from small penetrating wounds, than 
had been growing worse, until the joint be-| such as make a free exposure; and 
tame anchylosed, the tibia exposed, and the| 6th. That if successful, a better and more 
destruction of the soft parts extended half way | natural use of the limb will be obtained in 
to the knee. consequence of the connexion of the extensor 
Her mother, she says, died of typhus fever, | muscles on the front of the thigh being undis- 
her father from causes she does not know, | turbed. 
other than that his illness was short, and com-| As to the synovial secretion, that will cease 
menced with a severe pain about the hip. The|for two reasens. First, the necessity for its 
extent and duration of the ulcer had began to| presence no longer exists; and second, its 
fect her constitutional powers, as manifested | membrane unites with the surrounding parts, 
by the ordinary signs of hectic, and on the 26th | obliterating the secreting surface. On the 
of October she was brought before. the class in | articular ends of the bones no synovial mem- 
the operating amphitheatre, for the purpose of | brane exists, and the constituents of the en- 
removing thelimb. After some general descrip- | crusting cartilage will, by some process similar 
timof the case, Dr. Agnew remarked, that, with | to fatty degeneration, lose their cohesive pro- 
te approval of his colleagues, he had deter-| perty, liquify, and be discharged. 
nined to amputate through the articulation of} The patient being etherized, an incision, 


the knee, and for the following reasons : convex, downward, was made through the in- 
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teguments, down to the bone, beginning in front 
of, the head of the fibula, passing nearly two 
inches below the tubercle of the tibia, and 
ending on the inner side of the tuberosity of 
the tibia. The skin being dissected up as far 
as the tendo-patellz, the leg was flexed, making 
the tendon prominent which was now divided, 
and the flap containing the patella thrown up 
so as to uncover the anterior part of the joint. 
The crucial and lateral ligaments were next 
divided by successive touches with the end of 
the knife from within, after which it was 
passed behind the bones, and a short flap 
shaved from the back of the leg. The blood 
vessels being secured, the anterior flap was 
brought down, (carrying with it the patella, 
which was placed between the condyles of the 
femur,) and united to the posterior by the 
silver suture, so as to bring the line of cicatrix 
near the posterior face of the limb. The Doc- 
tor remarked that the extensor muscles of the 
thigh having an aponeurotic connexion with 
the lateral ligamgnts, where they arise from the 
tuberosities of the condyles of the femur, 
would, if this attachment was undisturbed, 
affect the anterior flap very little by retraction, 
while the action of the hamstrings would have 
a tendency to draw the line of union back- 
ward. The sutures being supported by adhe- 
sive strips, a water dressing was ordered, and 
the limb firmly supported by a roller bandage. 
The constitutional treatment consisted in good 
diet, milk punch, quinine, and an occasional 
opiate. With the exception of the angles of 
the wound, and a point at the centre, through 
which the ligatures were brought out, the 
edges united by first intention; a small 
abscess formed in the course of the cure, which 
was discharged at the angle. The condition 
of the patient rapidly improved. A slight 
cough, which had taken place a short time be- 
fore tle operation, disappeared. She gained 
flesh, and is now in the enjoyment of perfect 
health. At the end of five weeks, a slight 
moisture could be detected at one corner of 
the wound, which being colorless, and some- 
what tenacious in consistence, was no doubt 
the synovial fluid from some small portion 
not entirely united to the tissue in the vicinity. 





A Case of Acute Dropsy. 
By W. H. Triptert, M. D., 
Of Woodstock, Va. 

L. C., a young man of 19 years, was taken 
with acute dropsy; pulse nearly nat 
beating about 80, a little full but soft ang 
compressible; no pain; skin hot and dry; 
some thirst; the respiration hurried from the 
presence of water in the cavities of the pleure 
and peritoneum. The effusion was genera, 
pervading alike the two serous sacks, and dis 
tending the whole subtegumental areolar tissue, 
Treatment, cremor tartar and jalap in sufp- 
cient doses to induce full and frequent alvine 
evacuations. The case for a while progressed 
well. The effusions, particularly those in the 
two splanchnic cavities, having in the coure 
of two or three days undergone almost entire 
absorption, when a new symptom was added, 
the patient becoming troubled with frequent 
emesis; the pulse was good and presented its 
former character, save showing a little les 
firmness on compression ; there was no pain on 
pressure over the epigastrium ; no thirst ; no 
red border to the tongue, but it was tremulous 
and covered with a white fur, or rather m 
fur at all, presenting a bleached and ex-sa- 
guine appearance; nothing was present to 
indicate inflammation of the stomach. Yet 
there was evident irritability, and it was 
thought that the cream of tartar and jalap 
possibly had had something to do with it 
With the new symptom came in a new treat- 
ment; ice water, demulcents and morphis 
were now used as remedies proper for this 
condition, but the organ showed the same de- 
gree of intolerance, and rejected these equally 
with the others. 

From eighteen ‘to twenty-four hours after 
this symptom had made its appearance, 
another, most serious, manifested itself and 
went far to prove the nature of the first, vis: 
irregular respiration, the inspirations amouat 
ing to only four or five in the minute, and 
very irregularly performed, the thoracic walls 
remaining completely quiescent for one half of 
this time before expanding for the noisy it- 
spiration, the others scattering indiscrimi- 
nately over the remaining interval. The ca 





cmuser 31, 1859. | 


jad not been seen for twenty-four hours, or 
ince the morning of the preceding day, and 
was not known when this symptom had be- 
; some of the family, however, observed 
that they thought he had breathed unusually 
in the evening whilst he was sleeping. Pulse 
ms 80 and good; skin hot and dry ; the face 
edematous and the areolar tissue of the sur- 
fee of the body again distended with freshly 
diused serum ; the patient had vomited only 
ote during the night; he was now stupid 
md indifferent to all around him, but when 
spoken to would make sensible replies. Be- 
yond all doubt this case now presented pro- 
fund lesion of the medulla oblongata and 
whether in structure or mere function remains 
to be seen; that it was the former, is my 
drong suspicion, since the precedent gastric 
disturbance did not present even one of the 
wual symptoms, indicative of inflammation in 
this viscus, and rejected alike the most bland 
demulcent, and most energetic cathartic; in 
fuct tried to eject when there had been no in- 
gsta; then the prominent pulmonary disorder 
fillowing rapidly in its wake, and last though 
wt least almost universal dropsy, prove, I 
think, that the common parentage of the former 
vill make them stand to the latter as effect 
ad cause. The opposite side of the picture is 
this: On the supervention of the gastric dis- 
tress, ice water and a little morphia were given. 
This plan was pursued a day or so when we 
lad the fresh effusions and the other symp- 
toms as above described. The later part of 
this history will add another link to the chain 
if inductive evidence, and strengthen the 
gound of suspicion of cerebral effusion. 

I have not yet mentioned the fact of the 
young man having a large running ulcer on 
the crest of the ileum, being the sequela of a 
wevere attack of fever he had had in the spring, 
aud which was found to be perfectly dry du- 
ting the height of this disorder. Who knows 
bat what this ulcer had something to do in the 
binging about of the grave symptoms. A 
vam soft and emollient poultice was applied 
tit, and the same compound hydragogue that 
led been used in the first place was again re- 
wtted to, and it was attended by the most 
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happy results; the respiration improving, the 
hydrops gradually disappearing, and the coun- 
tenance clearing up into an intelligent ex- 
pression. The ulcer also began to discharge 
freely and the kidneys to secrete most abun- 
dantly. This latter effect I thought was largely 
attributable to the agency of the following 
pill : 


R. Hyd. chl. mit. 
Pulyv. digitalis 
Pulv. gambogia aa gr. j. 
Pulv. scillz, gr. ij. M. 


as a diuretic, and hydragogue cathartic, to be 
taken every four hours. In three or four days 
this depletory treatment brought the patient 
round to convalescence. : 

I concluded from the symptoms detailed, 
the presence of water on the brain, and more 
especially in the fourth ventricle or in the 
region of the medulla oblongata; since the de- 
gree of consciousness precluded the thought of 
a great amount of pressure on the encephalic 
mass, or to that extent as indirectly to inter- 
rupt the functions of the eighth pair of nerves. 


Lupulin in Delirium Tremens. 
By D. 8. Guonincer, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


Much has been written and said on the 
treatment of this formidable disease, and many 
methods of cure suggested. The article named 
in the above caption, we believe, having the 
virtue of being innoxious, will meet every in- 
dication in the disease, and whether the 
attacks be many or few, leave no unpleasant 
result after the cure is accomplished. 

Opium, emetics, whiskey and opium, expec- 
tants ad infinitum have been equally extolled, 
yet we respectfully submit that there are con- 
ditions presented in “ mania,” in which either 
of these would be detrimental. 

Where a previous congestion of the brain 
exists, or when an inflammatory condition has 
been set up by previous attacks, and this 
aggravated by an excessive debauch, opium 
given to its full extent might be injurious, 
yea, hazardous ! 
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The simply stimulant plan is too apt to en- 
tail inebriacy on your patient, and it is fre- 
quently taken as the silent endorsement of the 
physician of a bad habit which invariably be- 
comes confirmed. 

The emetic plan, with due respect to its 
distinguished author, is barbarous! And thus 
with the many methods in vogue. Our only 
indication is sleep, and that must be brought 
about with the least risk to the sufferer. Have 
we that which will effect so desirable an 
end? In lupulin we have that which answers 
every indication; it is safe; may be given 
ad libitum without danger; a tablespoon- 
ful, if you please, every hour until sleep 
is produced. We have given as much as six 
pounds before its narcotic effects followed, and 
would have had no hesitation in giving four 
times the quantity, were six insufficient. Du- 
ring its administration your patient becomes 
saturated with it; his skin, adnata, and secre- 
tions are tinged yellow... One ignorant of the 
cause would suppose him laboring under jaun- 
dice, and might be induced to give “ mercu- 
rials.’ There is no necessity for fear—this 
condition disappears after sleep, and the only 
unpleasantness is the peeling off of the cuticle 
and the dryness of the skin. Contrary to the 
effects of the opium treatment, in this, we 
have the bowels natural, and no necessity of 
nauseating the patient with cathartics to reme- 
dy torpidity. 

To illustrate our position we give a case in 
detail, though involving some repetition, it 
brings out our main objections to the methods 
adverted to. 

Mr. C., a fashionable drinker, age 35, for 
years laboring under chronic disease of the liver, 
brought on by dissipation, of apoplectic dia- 
thesis. Complaining much of headache and 
drowsiness, this aggravated since an attack of 
coup de soliel of the previous summer. Sent 
for me in haste, Dec. 2, of this year. Found 
him laboring under congestion of the lungs, and 
the premonitory symptoms of “ delirium tre- 
mens.” Inability to lie down and great diffi- 
culty of breathing. Advised a blister 4 by 6, 
and “brandy” hops frequently repeated, to 
allay nervous excitement. My next visit found 
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the congestion relieved, but increased pegt. 
lessness, and mania becoming more apparent, 
Third visit—halucinations terrible, and great 
incoherency, with excessive prostration. We 
ascertained that he had been drinking exogg. 
sively. His wife administered to him one gal. 
lon in less than a week besides the immense 
quantity he procured at the tippling houses, 
We persevered in the “ brandy hops,”’ a favorite 
with Dr. N. L. Hatfield, made by saturating hops 
with brandy, and after nine weeks the virtues 
of the hops having been fully exhausted, itis 
fit for use. Three day’s continuance with Dr. 
H’s remedy, Mr. G. C. Bowers, who furnished 
the medicine, suggested that a more efficient 
tincture might be obtained by displacing the 
lupulin with the best brandy. I directed him 
to make it, and administered it in similar 
doses. Its narcotic effects soon displayed 
themselves. On the 12th my paticnt aroused 
from a sleep of twelve hours, convaleseed, 
without headache or nausea, with a good appe. 
tite and a terrible disgust for liquor. There is 
an odor in hops, as well as something in the 
taste, which leave but little desire to continue 
it as a daily beverage. 

Would not either of the methods mentioned 
in the complications described, jeopardize the 
life of the patient? My friend, Dr. Hatfield, 
tells me that he relies solely upon Jupulin or 
hops, and that he has successfully brought 
patients through their thirty-second attack, 
which he thinks impossible under the opium 
method. 

As a diet we know of nothing better than 
“ butter-milk.” It will be retained on an ir 
table stomach where lime-water and milk ar 
ejected. We were induced to try butter-milk 
in a case of cholera-morbus at the suggestion 
of Dr. Samuel Ashmead, now of Germantown. 
He said, in dysenteric cases as early as 1822, 
he had found it an effectual remedy in im 
table stomach; our experience has 
his views, and we would highly recommendit 
in irritable stomach after a debauch. Itallays 
the eructations, and where there is diarrhas, 
checks it. 

We leaye the few facts we have suggested 
in a familiar way, for the consideration of the 
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ession ; we do not hesitate in saying, that in 
point of efficacy and safety there is no article 
in the materia medica so adapted to meet 
every indication as lupulin. 


<eGer 


Blustrations of Hospital Practice. 





PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
December 17TH. 
Service of Dr. W. W. Gerhard. 
( Reported by Mr. J. B. Hayes.) 


Phihisis Pulmonalis.—A patient was brought be- 
fore the class in the advanced stage of phthisis, 
week, emaciated, and unable to leave his bed. The 
physical signs, elicited in the presence of the class, 
indicated a large cavity in the right lung. The 
prognosis was certainly very unfavorable. 

As to the use of cod-liver oil, Dr. G. believes that 
there is no decided advantage to be gained from it 
when the disease is advanced and cavities exist in 
thelengs. It is by no means a specific against 
phthisis. In most cases of the disease we do not 
find that the physical signs diminish as decidedly 
apon the use of oil as the general symptoms. Asa 
general rule, the oil is not so well tolerated in the 
advanced as in the early stages. It is apt to pro- 
duce purging. Unless the diarrhoea can be checked 
by opium and tannin, Dr. G. regards it as contra- 
indicating the oil. 

This patient was on a tonic and stimulating treat- 
ment. 


Mania-a-Potu.—This patient holds before you in 
his trembling hands the test of his disease. He has 
heen on a debauch for nine or ten days, after coming 
whore from the Saranac. This ended with exces- 
tive nausea, vomiting, and sleeplessness. Last night 
he was disturbed by visions of ugly beasts and devils, 
He does not see any now, he says, but imagines he 
does. These patients have singularly antagonistic 
tonceptions. Up to a certain point of the disease 
they have the power of discriminating between 
- which are fanciful and those which are 
“Mveatment.—This patient came in yesterday, and 
"put at once upon 2 oz. of whiskey every three 

His bowels were opened with the compound 
thabarb pills. He has taken no opium. Opium 
be given only to procure sleep. It may be 
tid to be curative only when it is able to bring 
thout sleep, and should be given in small quantity, 
wad ealy at — say one grain twice in the night. 





When you give it largely, I mean in doses of 4 grains 
every two or three hours, it acts as a poison. I 
use to give opium largely twenty years ago, but find- 
ing that my patients would sometimes die very sud- 
denly, I abandoned the practice, and prescribed it in 
small doses only when the patient could not obtain 
sleep. Small doses of alcohol will relieve the irrita- 
bility which larger doses have created. You know, 
gentlemen, that I look upon alcohol strictly asa 
medicine. 

Congestion of the brain will now and then occur 
in this disease. If you use opium, then you will 
render it certainly fatal; but you may persevere in 
the whiskey, and also cup the back of the neck and 
the temples. If the patient is feeble and anemic, 
with immobility of the pupils and a tendency to effu- 
sion on the brain, you may apply a blister to the 
back of the neck. If his face is flushed, apply 
pounded ice to the head m a bladder. A towel in- 
terposed between this and the head tempers the cold, 
and produces a better effect. 

There may be excessive irritability of the stomach, 
or a violent degree of gastritis. Then cups over the 
pit of the stomach are an efficacious remedy, or if 
the patient is anemic, a blister 3 by 4 inches, or a 
poultice of mustard and meal, or a spice plaster 
moistened with whiskey. 

Ice is another efficacious remedy, particularly if 
there are signs of active inflammation. The patient 
need not be deluged with ice water. It should be 
given a tablespoonful at atime. Cinnamon, cloves 
or ginger may be given to reduce the irritability of 
the stomach. 

The patient should not be put in a room by him- 
self. The fact of his being alone frightens him. He 
should be constantly and carefully watched, else he 
may escape from his confinement and destroy him- 
self. 


Dec. 21st.—Patient already convalescent. 


DecemBer 21st. 


Rheumatism, with Valvular Disease of the Heart.— 
This lad has been affected with rheumatism for six 
weeks. The pain isnow in his knees and hips. He 
had @ slight attack two yearsago. He has had pal- 
pitation of the heart for three years; this was there- 
fore antecedent to the attack of rheumatism. Still, 
disease of the heart, even if unconnected with rheu- 
matism, is often aggravated by it. 

The disease here consists in thickening and ob- 
struction of the mitral valve, with dilatation, and a 
moderate hypertrophy of the whole organ. This is 
indicated by increased dullness and great protube- 
rance of the cardiac region, and by a double rasping 
sound over the mitral valve. 

A slight friction sound is heard or felt, if I may 
so speak. This does not depend on any active dis-. 
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ease, but persists in old cases of pericarditis, which 
have recovered, but in which there still remain im- 
perfect adhesions. 

Treatment.—Dover’s powder 3 grains four times a 
day; dose increased at night to 7 or 8 grains. 
Bowels kept regular, and the patient kept warm in 
bed. 

Dec. 24th.—Convalescent ; no excitement of the 
pulse ; rheumatic pains abated. 


Fatal Peritonitis in Typhoid Fever—Pathological 
Specimens.—These specimens come from a patient 
who has been the in house for some time with a very 
protracted typhoid fever. Four different times he 
seemed convalescent; his strength increased, his 
tongue cleaned, and his fever left him. At times 
he would be in avery different way. Finally, he 
was seized with violent pain in the abdomen, and 
died suddenly, two days after, in a fit of vomiting. 
He died from perforation of the bowel, an accident 
which is almost certainly fatal. Those cases in 
which recovery takes place are exceedingly rare. In 
such cases we may believe that the peritonitis is 
merely local, that the perforation is in some motion- 
less portion of the bowel, and that it is fortunately 
bounded by lymph. 

In this case the peritonitis was extensive. You 
see shreds of lymph loosely adhering to the intes- 
tines; the bright red color which the intestines pre- 
sented at first has disappeared. The ulcerated 
Peyer’s glands extend fivefeet up. They are mostly 
in a state of cicatrization ; but, about three inches 
from the ileo-ccecal valve there is a perforation a 
quarter of an inch in diameter, which was the cause 
of his death. 

The spleen is enlarged and softened. 

The stomach bears evidence of gastritis. Years 
ago this would have been considered the cause of 
his death. It is not now looked upon as of much 
importance. The consistence of the mucous coat is 
not much altered. 


Effusion of Blood in Pericarditis.—Here, gentle- 
men, is the heart of the patient whom I have shown 
you once or twice as having pericarditis and pleurisy, 
developed after yellow fever. You see, the peri- 
cardium has been enormously distended and thick- 
ened, and the interior of the pericardial sac, as well 
as that portion which invests the heart, is rough and 
shaggy, with abundant patches of organized lymph, 
having a considerable degree of vascularity. 

The peculiarity of this case is in the nature of the 
effusion. It consisted largely of blood, and con- 
tained a coagulum of 6 or 8 ounces. In this respect 
the case is almost unique; I have never seen one 
like it. This effusion of blood, when it has occurred, 
has been ascribed to the development of a great de- 
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gree of vascularity in the false membrane. It may 
be due here to some other cause, which I will ask 
Dr. Harlan to investigate. 

Dec. 24th.—The source of the effusion was dis. 
covered by Dr. Harlan, upon closer examination, to 
be an ulceration of the left coronary artery, which 
had permitted the escape of blood by quite a large 
orifice into the pericardial sac. 


Medical (Societies. 


NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 


Condensed from Phonographic Reports for the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 

Discussion on anxsthetics ; Chloroform in obstetrics; 
relative effects of ether and chloroform ; Causes of 
failure and death; Dr. Dalton’s views on the phy- 
siological effect and cause of death by chloroform; 
Ether not entirely harmless ; Internal use of chloro- 
form in lead colic ;—Double vagina and uterus, 


At the meeting of Dec, 21st, an interesting dis- 
cussion on the use of angsthetics was incidentally 
started, and kept up nearly until adjournment. 


Dr. Kissam related his experience with the two 
principal anesthetics, sulphuric ether and chloro- 
form, as employed in surgery; he gave preference 
to chloroform, but recommended it to be used with 
great caution. 

Dr. Rersz coincided with Dr. Kissam. As tothe 
different action which the two articles possess, he 
would state that he was in the habit of using chlo- 
roform in puerperal convulsions, with good effect, 
while ether could not be used in this disease, be 
cause it rather increased, if anything, the tendency 
to convulsions. In reference to chloroform, he had 
noticed that the Paris correspondent of the V. FY 
Times, who was a physician, had stated that the use 
of this remedy had been lately attended with ex- 
ceedingly fatal results in the Parisian hospitals. «It 
was Trousseau, he thought, who had introduced and 
sanctioned the administration of chloroform by aa 
apparatus in which the inhalation is made through 
one nostril—the other nostril being left open for the 
reception of atmospheric air. Great stress is laid 
upon the fact, that chloroform, as thus adminis- 
tered through the open nostril, and in such a way as 
to admit the atmosphere, prevents any injurious re 
sults from the accumulative action of the remedy, 
which are so often alarming. He had never in his 
own hands had a case in which the chloroform was 
attended by a fatal result, or even approached to 
fatality. He always introduced the remedy very 
gradually, withdrawing it occasionally, and never 
carrying it so far as to produce profound stertor of 
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coma, which in no case, where the anzsthetic wgs 
resorted to, he deemed it necessary to produce. 


Dr. Squrs had used chloroform for the past five 
or six years in many cases, perhaps as often as a 
hundred times, for various affections, and had never 
seen it followed by disastrous results. He is not in 
the habit of giving it very profusely, very often giv- 
ing hardly enough to deprive the patient of sensi- 
bility or ordinary sensation. Used in this manner 
ithas proved a safe agent in his hands. He had 
given it as long as 45—50 minutes at a time, with- 
out producing any dangerous effects. The danger 
from its use he considers to arise chiefly from the 
rash administration of it, being given in many cases 
so as to prevent the admission of air. When mixed 
with air it is certainly far more safe than when that 
due admixture of air is not given. 

Tar Presipent, Dr. Watson, stated that he 
would like to have the distinction pointed out be- 
tween the results of the use of ether and of chloro- 
form. 

Dr. Minor: During eight years experience in 
the administration of anesthetics, in the hospital 
to which he was attached, the free admission of at- 
mospheric air with the anesthetic agent has always 
been secured, and he had never yet met with more 
than one case, which appeared in his opinion to be 
dangerous. In that instance there was suspended ani- 
mation for five or ten minutes; the patient, however, 
finally recovered. Asa general rule, the agent is 
administered according to the plan laid down by 
Dr. Metcalfe, some years ago, in a paper which was 
read before the Academy. In some cases Dr. M. 
had seen chloroform administered, by young gentle- 
men, rather in a careless manner; as they become 
interested in the operation, they are apt to apply the 
sponge too closely to the patient’s nostrils, and thus 
prevent, to a great degree, the admixture of air 
with the vapor of the anesthetic. He believed 
that where chloroform is given with due care, and 
the quantity regulated according to the peculiari- 
ties of the case, there will be comparatively little 
danger following its use ; when, on the other hand, 
it is carelessly or ignorantly administered, it is a 
dangerous remedy, and is not unfrequently followed 
‘by fatal results ; in fact, he believed that most of 
the fatal cases can be traced to a careless adminis- 
tration of the remedy. These remarks, of course, 
referred to chloroform alone. In many instances 
he had used a mixture of chloroform and ether, the 
per centage of the latter, however, being so small, 
that as far so the ultimate effects were concerned, 
it might be considered as chloroform. 


De. Squis thought that in many instances a 
second rate article of chloroform was used. Many 
gentlemen are in the habit of using a sample im- 
ported from England, under the impression that they 
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are using the article prepared by alcohol; while it 
is in fact that prepared by amylated ether, neither 
as pure uor as efficient as that prepared by alcohol. 
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Presivent: I hope the gentleman does not mean 
to say that we use an impure article, and in this 
way produce unpleasant results ? 


Dr. Squis : I think that statistics show this to be 
the case. 


Dr. Garpner stated that he had used chloroform 
chiefly, and that his experience with ether was 
limited. He thought that he gave chloroform in the 
first case of obstetrics-in which it was given in New 
York. He had given it so far without the least hesi- 
tation. He had used chloroform principally because 
it supplied a want which ether failed to supply al- 
together. In several cases, even a pound of ether 
failed to produce the desired,effect, which would 
result from only a tea spoonful of chloroform. 
Again, it is very generally admitted by accouchers 
that ether is inadmissible in cases of puerperal con- 
vulsions, which are aggravated by its use. When- 
ever he deemed the use of an anesthetic advisable, 
he generally had resorted to chloroform, and he 
would remark, that.even where patients are sup- 
posed to be particularly obnoxious to its use, as in 
organic disease of the heart and lungs, it may be 
resorted to in obstetric practice with benefit, instead 
of leaving the patients to the injuries which may be 
caused by the natural efforts of a difficult and pro- 
tracted labor; the danger from chloroform was, in 
his opinion, far less than the injury resulting from 
the straining efforts in these cases. Under the ad- 
ministration of chloroform these are mitigated ; la- 
bor is carried on by the involuntary muscles prin- 
cipally, and as a consequence the tax upon the heart 
is far less. He had great confidence in the use of 
chloroform in those ordinary cases of labor, where, 
although the patient has a large, roomy pelvis, di- 
lated and moist vagina, and there is no reason why 
the labor should not terminate in a short time, the os 
remains rigid, and this rigidity continues for hours 
without apparent change, and in spite of the most 
severe expulsive efforts of the uterus. The patient 
is worn out by these efforts, and rupture of the 
uterus or other injuries threaten. Now, the inhala- 
tion of a teaspoonful or two of chloroform, in these 
cases, seldom fails to ease the patient, relax the os, 
and allow the speedy expulsion of the fetus. In 
cases of difficult labor, with unrelaxed and rigid os, 
it had been his custom to resort to chloroform in- 
stead of bloodletting, opium, tartar emetic, or the 
warm douche, which latter he considered the next 
best thing. As a general rule, the cervix of the uterus 
is readily brought under the relaxing influence of 
the agent, while it often requires a considerably 
larger quantity to relax the muscular fibres of the 
body of the organ,, which is very desirable in cases 
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where the operation of turning has to be performed. 
Dr. Gardner remembered one case, in which he was 
called to attend, in company with another gentle- 
man, where version was required; it being an arm- 
presentation. Chloroform was administered, and the 
gentleman in attendance was endeavoring to find the 
feet. After some fifteen minutes or half an hour spent 
fruitlessly, be gave it up, stating that he had reached 
the fundus of the uterus, but could not find the feet, 
and requested Dr. G. to examine the case. On in- 
troducing the hand, Dr G. found that what the for- 
mer had mistaken for the fundus, was not in reality 
the fundus, but the circular fibres of the organ, 
which were firmly contracted around the child. 
The feet of course were above this point, surrounded 
by this ring of muscular fibre, and entirely out of 
reach. On recognizing this condition of things, the 
woman was placed under the full influence of the 
anesthetic. This had the momentary influence of 
relaxing the fibres, during which time the hand was 
passed through, the feet seized, and turning per- 
formed. By this means, then, we are able to per- 
form one of the most formidable operations in mid- 
wifery with comparative ease and comfort. So far 
as the application of the foreeps is concerned, he 
was not in the habit of applying them, with the pa- 
tient under the full influence of chloroform; he 
preferred that the patient should be sensible, so that 
if the instrument should press against the soft 
parts, in a manner that may be injurious to the 
woman, he might be made aware of it by her move- 
ments. 


Dr. Peastee remarked that in regard to the dan- 
ger accompanying the administration of chloroform, 
a distinction must be made between its use in ob- 
stetric and in surgical practice. In the former it 
is comparatively safe, because the paroxysm and 
labor pains react, to a certain extent, against the 
influence of the anesthetic, while it is much more 
fatal in surgical practice. In regard to the two 
agents, he preferred ether; he had commenced with 
it, and used it up to the presert time. In the first 
few trials, unpleasant effects were occasional] y seen, 
which Dr. Peaslee now feels certain to have been 
due to the manner in which it was administered. 
His own experience coincided with the results of 
Dr. Snow’s experiments, and convinced him that the 
safety of the administration of this agent depends 
ceteris paribus, upon the proper amount of atmos- 
pheric air being given with it. With this precau- 
tion, Dr. P. has never seen it followed by any un- 
pleasant consequences whatever, and furthermore, 
he had never known, seen, read or heard of a case, 
where it was followed by unpleasant effects for more 
than a few hours. In some cases, he had given as 
much as two pounds of ether, and not unfrequently 
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gze pound. Chloroform he used with the utmost 
care, and took the precaution, mentioned by Dr, 
Snow, never to give it for more than twenty minutes 
atatime. In one case, however, even with these 
precautions, respiration was interrupted for three or 
four minutes, and for a time he thought that the 
patient was dead, and it was only by establishing 
artificial respiration that recovery finally took place, 
In obstetric practice, where there is a rigid og, 
chloroform has a decided influence in relaxing the 
muscular fibres which constitute a sort of sphincter 
muscle at this point; it appears to exert an almost 
specific influence on that portion of the uterus, 


almost as certainly and successfully as belladonna 


acts upon the eye. 

Dr. MoNutrty thought that in considering this 
subject, the first question should be, what is the 
exact cause of death? This being known, it could 
readily beascertained which of the two anesthetics, 
ether or chloroform, contains the most dangerous 
properties. The manner in which death is produced 
by these agents seemed to him to be the first subject 
of inquiry. . 

Tae Presipent, Dr. Watson, inquired of Dr. Peas- 
lee, whether in the obstetric use of these remedies 
hemorrhage after delivery is apt to be increased 
thereby. 

Dr. Peastes thought that this was decidedly the 
ease, when chloroform is first given, there is fora 
short time a diminution in the power of the uterine 
contractions. He had noticed that on removing the 
placenta there was considerable tendency to hemor- 
rhage in these cases. To conteract this, he was in 
the habit of giving a dose of ergot, perhaps thirty 
drops of the tincture ten or fifteen minutes before 
the delivery. Taking that precaution he had never 
seen any dangerous result. 

Dr. H. Green had never employed ether; chlo 
roform he had used for ten years, and with one es- 
ceptional case, which did not, however, prove fatal, 
had never seen any difficulty or danger from its 
administration. In obstetric cases he had noticed 
one fact, which he had not yet heard mentioned, 
namely, that after its administration the necessity of 
giving laxatives on the second or third day was ob- 
viated, the anwsthetic having a tendency to rela 
the bowels. 

Dr. Rapnast stated that in his practice he had 
used chloroform invariably and had never seen itt 
tended with injurious results, except in one instance, 
which occurred in a boy, between fifteen and ¢it- 
teen years of age, from whose neck a tumor ¥# 
removed. The boy remained insensible for nestly 
three-qnarters ofan hour, but finally recovered. He 
believed that death was sometimes produced by® 
careless administration of the agent, especially when 
it is poured out upon a sponge and placed direotly 
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over the nostrils. In this case, apart from the pre- 
yention of a free access of air, we have the irritating 
action of the chloroform producing a spasm of the 
glottis, which in some cases is, perhaps, so severe as 
to produce death. 


[This would seem improbable as the local effect of 
ehloroform upon muscular fibre is not to produce con- 
traction, bu, as Dr. Faure has shown by his experi- 
ments, when it is brought in contact with muscular 
tissues, it destroys instantaneously their contractibil- 
ity. Taking this in connection with the facts so ably 
presented in the subsquent remarks of Prof. Dalton, 
there can hardly remain a doubt, that chloroform 
produces death by paralysis of the cardiac muscle, 
whenever it circulates in sufficient quantity in the 
blood to exercise this, its peculiar, paralysing in- 
fluence. Can this be avoided in every case? Not 
until we are able to determine the absorptive power 
inevery individual, to measure in every particular 
case the resistance of the muscular fibre to this pa- 
ralysing effect, which undoubtedly varies in various 
persons, according to sex age and idiosyncracy ; 
until we know all this beforehand, we will be no 
more able to foretell its effect, than we are, to pre- 
dict, whether a certain dose of mercurial will produce 
ptyalism or not.—GorHam. } 


‘Dr. O’Retty related four cases in which chloro- 
form was administered, in all of which the most 
alarming symptoms took place suddenly, although 
the agent had been administered with care. By 
most energetic means, howeyer, they were all re- 
stored. 


Dr. Datton made the following remarks: 

Ofcourse, Mr. President, I have very little expe- 
rience with regard to the effects of these two agents 
upon the human subject, although, I had the pleasure 
of witnessing the first operation in which"ether was 
Wed as an anzesthetic agent. In my own practice, 
ifyou may call it such, the patients have been prin 
tipally animals. I presume, however, that there is 
very little difference in their mode of operation on 
ttimals and on men. When I commenced, I, of 
course, used ether; but as ether requires to be given 
ina very large bulk, I soon-found it very inconve- 
tient, and commenced using chloroform in its stead, 
aad found it very much more pleasant for myself, 
because it was more easily administered to the 
taimals, and I continued to use it for a certain time. 
Very soon, however, I found that the animals would 
weasionally die, which I attributed to some imperfec- 
tion in the mode of administering the agent. 1 con- 
fimued the practice, but still the accident referred 
© would occasionally occur. Not to take up too 
much time in details, the simple fact is, that, at the 
tad of six months, from the the time I commenced 
its administration, labandonedit. Sometime after- 


807 


ward I again had occasion to use it; I gave it, but 
found that it was followed by the same results, 
Since that time I have given it up altogether, and 
instead of it I have used sulphuric ether. I think I 
may say, without exaggeration, that I am thoroughly 
convinced that there is a radical difference in the 
danger following the administration of these two 
substances. I am sure that chloroform is more dan- 
gerous to animals, at least; whether it is so in man 
or not, I do not know. 

In order to understand this subject thoroughly, it 
is necessary that we should endeavor to ascertain 
the manner in which death results in the fatal cases. 
Death sometimes follows without any evident or 
traceable cause. It may occur from ether or chlo- 
roform by a very careless administration, or from 
an impurity of the article, provided that the pa- 
tient breathes nothing but the vapor of the ether 
or the chloroform. Now in these cases, death is 
not attributable to the ether or chloroform; it is 
simply due to the want of atmospheric air. If you 
givea man a grain of opium and then stop his mouth 
and nostrils, he will of course die ; but certainly not 
from the opium, but from the want of atmospheric 
air. The same is tree of the administration of ether 
or chloroform. Therefore the first thing to be at- 
tended to, when we wish to prevent a fatal issue 
from the administration of these substances is to see 
that they are given mixed with a sufficient quantity 
of atmospheric air, and then one cause of death 
would be excluded. 

Sometimes, however, even with all our precaution, 
we find the respiration and the heart stopping sud- 
denly and the patient dead. It is an interesting 
question to know whether or not death is produced 
by the stoppage of respiration or of the heart. My 
own belief is, that in the case of chloroform, death is 
produced by paralysis of the heart. My reasons 
for this view are two-fold. 

In the first place, if you moderately etherize or 
chloroformize an animal, carrying it carefully just 
up to the point of insensibility, and then open the 
walls of the chest as quickly as possible, the lungs 
will of course collapse, and respiration be at an end, 
but the heart will continue to beat for a considerable 
length of time. If, on the other hand, you etherize 
or chloroformize an animal until respiration is stop- 
ped, and then open the chest, you will find the heart 
still beating, but very feebly. Ihave several times 
performed the following experiment, namely: to 
etherize an animal moderately, but enough to de- 
prive it of all sensibility, then immediately the 
chest was opened and the animal laid aside; another 
animal was then etherized until death was produced, 
and on immediately opening the chest the heart was 
found still, while im the first animal it was yet beat- 
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ing. So far as this goes it tends to show, with a 
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great deal of conclusiveness, that the fatal result is 
produced by a direct paralysis of the heart. 

In experimenting thus with animals, I have had oc- 
casion to notice very frequently, when the anesthetic 
is carried only to the stoppage of respiration, that 
the animals usually recover, and expect with confi- 
dence that respiration will begin again; but if, on 
noticing that the respiration is stopped, I find the 
heart itself still, I know that the animal is dead, 
although I have noticed, after the circulation is at 
an end, that it is sometimes re-established in a cer- 
tain manner which is entirely characteristic, and 
being once seen, is very readily recognized. This 
is, however, entirely unavailing ; the animal never 
recovers. 

In my own experience, then, fatal results have 
followed both ether and chloroform. I have killed 
dogs and cats with ether and chloroform, but I am 
obliged to take a great deal of pains to produce this 
result with ether, whereas death often follows the 
use of chloroform, notwithstanding the best precau- 
tions. It has been said, that when death occurs 
from the administration of chloroform in the human 
subject, that it is attributable to giving it too rapidly 
or too abundantly ; but while there are undoubtedly 
many cases in which injurious results follow from 
the non-admission of a sufficient amount of air, still 
I am of the opinion that the injurious or fatal re- 
sults cannot be always attributed to that cause, for 
the reason that these accidents have occurred in the 
practice of our best and most careful surgeons, who 
invariably exhibit this remedy with the utmost cau- 
tion, and yet, when everything appears to be going 
on well, the patient suddenly dies. So far, we know 
of no precaution which will prevent the occasional 
occurrence of this accident. 

Presipent: I would inquire of Dr. Dalton 
whether the effects of these agents are cumulative ? 

Dr. Datton: I cannot say thattheyare. Ans- 
thetics taken in by the lungs enter the blood so very 
quickly that I should not think there would be any 
cumulative effect. 

PresipenT: In some cases the patient seems to 
recover so as to speak, and yet in a few moments 
dies. Did you ever see anything of that kind in 
animals? 

Dr. Datton: The only thing I have seen analo- 
gous to that, is the spasmodic respiration after the 
stoppage of the circulation, which led me to believe, 
when I first saw it, that the animal would recover. 
I now know, however, that these efforts are entirely 
unavailing. When once the heart has ceased to 
pulsate, the animal is dead. 

Dr. O’Retty gave his theory of the fatal action of 
chloroform. In his opinion, the anesthetic acted 
primarily upon the ganglionic nervous system, by 
which the proper process of endosmose and exos- 
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mose in the lungs is disturbed, and the air cells in 
the lungs are prevented from duly decarbonizing the 
blood. 

Dr. Buck related the history of the death from 
chloroform which occurred several years ago at the 
New York Hospital. The patient in that case was 
a perfectly healthy man. Two weeks before the un- 
fortunate accident occurred, he had taken chloro- 
form, which produced no disagreeable result what- 
ever, neither were any greater precautions taken at 
this time than when the fatal issue occurred. In 
his case there was nothing whatever to forbid the 
use of this agent. Neither can the unfortunate re- 
sult be attributed to the impurity of the chloroform, 
for the same article had been administered a day 
before to one of the patients with the very best 
effect. In this. instance the quantity was by no 
means large, certainly less than a drachm. The 
accident occurred very suddenly indeed. Dr. B. had 
barely time to order the assistant to bring a wet 
cloth, and then felt of his pulse, but it was gone. 
He did not know how any greater precautions could 
have been used than had been in this case. 

Dr. BatcuEeLtper: Had tried experiments with 
chloroform upon himself frequently, by inhaling it 
through one nostril while the other was stopped, and 
then watching the effectsclosely. At first a singing 
in the head and ears were felt, then flashings of 
light before the eyes, assuming various shapes, were 
seen, and a prickling sensation was felt in the fin- 
gers. If carried beyond this point, it begins to affect 
the voluntary muscles, so much so that in some 
instances he would have fallen down if he had no! 
stopped inhaling the agent. In relation to the 
manner in which it produces death, he agreed en- 
tirely with Dr. Dalton’s views. He thought thatthe 
heart did not become paralyzed until all the voluntary 
muscles had become so. He had seen but two cases 
in which the agent produced alarming symptoms. 
They were both surgical, and were rescued by in- 
ducing artificial respiration. 

Dr. GARDNER regarded the minimum dose of 20 
drops, as generally stated in books, as too large. In 
one case he had seen a sufficient anesthetic effect 
produced to allow the painless extraction of a tooth, 
by the inhalation of only 5 drops of chloroform. 

As regards the internal administration of chloro- 
form, reasoning from the effects of ether used in this 
way, he had used it quite largely at the time when 
cholera was prevalent, but it did not seem to pro- 
duce any effect at all. Since that time he had given 
it frequently in various gastric and intestinal dis- 
eases, but was unable to observe any beneficial 
effect whatever. 

Dr. McNutry observed thut from the turn which 
the discussion had taken one would draw the infer 
ence that sulphuric ether was a perfectly harmless 
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snd safe agent, and could be administered almost 
dlibitum. He certainly had that impression very 
strongly. Last week, however, he had occasion to 
administer sulphuric ether to his own brother, and 
ofcourse all possible precautions were used. He 
yas put in the recumbent posture, and an abundance 
of atmospheric air was secured with the vapor in- 
baled. For the first five minutes the proportion of 
eher to air was certainly not more than 1 in 20, 
perhaps only 1 in 50. From that time its adminis- 
tration was carried on very gradually, and he was 
spparently coming under the influence of the anxs- 
thetic very well indeed. Suddenly, when looking 
at his face, he was struck with its remarkable pallor. 
On feeling the pulse it was found a mere flutter; the 
respiration had alsoceased. The sponge was imme- 
diately taken away, and Marshall Hall’s ready method 
resorted to. The patient gradually came to, but did 
not fully recover until six hours afterward. This 
case, the Doctor remarked, has certainly shaken my 
confidence in the safety and harmlessness of this 
remedy very much indeed. 

Tas PRESIDENT, Dr. Watson, inquired of Dr. Dal- 
ton whether he had found ether fail to produce all 
the effects that can be wished for from chloroform. 


Dr. Dattron: It has never failed in my hands. 
My experience would lead me to believe that it is 
capable of producing all the effects of chloroform. 

Dr. McFarLanp remarked that he had been in 
the habit of using chloroform internally quite largely. 
His experience was directly contrary to that of Dr. 
Gardner. In the ordinary cases of flatulentia en- 
terica he had used it with almost uniform success, in 
many cases relieving the pain in a very few minutes. 
But now for a more remarkable case, one of colica 
pictonum, which occurred in a painter who had been 
vorking in a room which had to be closed on account 
of the coldness of the weather. The close confine- 
ment brought on an attack of colica pictonum, for 
vhich Dr. McF. attended him, and carried him 
through by means of morphia, croton oil, and iodide 
of potassium. Not long after he had a second at- 
tack, which was very severe. After having given 
him morphia, croton oil and iodide of potassium, 
Without producing the desired effect, the Doctorcon- 
tluded to put him upon the internal use of chloro- 
form. He first gave him 20 drops, which was very 
toon vomited up. He then gave him ten drops every 
lalfhour until he had taken six or seven doses, 
When all the distressing symptoms disappeared, 
and strange to say, his bowels became relaxed, and 
hehad copious evacuations. The chloroform was 
tdministered for two days. Theiodide of potassium 
was given to counteract the effects of the lead, afew 
days after the exhibition of which the blue line 
tround the gums disappeared. He was, however, 
*gaih attacked some time later, having worked as 





before in a closed room. On this occasion the chlo- 
roform treatment was at once resorted to, and it 
had precisely the same effect. Now, if such a sim- 
ple remedy as that will relieve a case of colica pic- 
tonum in one instance, it is certainly worthy of 
trial in another. 


Double Vagina and Uterus.—Dr. Prastzxr then 
explained a specimen of double vagina and uterus 
presented to the Academy by Dr. Thomas. The 
vaginal and uteral cavities are double throughout, 
separated in the median line by a strong septum. The 
specimen was taken from an adult woman in one of 
the dissecting rooms, and nothing is known as to her 
menstrual and sexual functions or her general history. 

After transacting some unimportant business, the 
Academy adjourned. 
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Gout and its Causes.— Mr. L. M. Bennett, 
of Winterton Brigg, Lincolnshire, England, 
writes as follows to the Lancet, for December 
10th: 

In a work written in 1804 by Dr. Thomas 
Garnett, of London, entitled “ Popular Lec- 
tures on Zoonomia, or the Laws of Animal Life 
in Health and Disease,” I find the following 
remarks on Gout: 

“The gout seldom occurs but in those who 
have for several years lived upon a full diet of 
animal food, often highly seasoned, and at the 
same time been in the habit of taking daily, or 
very constantly, a greater or less quantity of 
fermented liquors, either in the form of wine or 
malt liquor. This disease is seldom known to 
attack persons employed in constant bodily 
labor, and who live temperately, and is totally 
unknown to those who use no wine or other 
fermented liquors. I believe there never was 
an instance of a person having the gout who 
totally abstained from every form of alcohol, 
however he might live in other respects; and 
I doubt if ever the gout returned after a per- 
son had abstained from fermented or spirituous 
liquors for two years. There seems to be 
something in alcohol which peculiarly brings 
on this state of the constitution; and without 
it, it would seem that gout cannot be pro- 
duced. Here, then, is an effectual method of 
curing the gout, which will no more return, if 
strictly persevered in, than the small-pox will 
attack the constitution after inoculation.” 








310 


Nearly thirty years’ experidnce and obser- 
vation have convinced me that Dr. Garnett 
was quite correct in his observations as to 
the cause and cure of this painful malady; 
and my object in now writing is to inquire 
if any of your numerous readers can inform 
me if they have ever met with a case of 
gout in a person who totally abstained from 
every form of alcohol, or was not perfectly 
cured by abstaining from the same for two 
years. When I say gout, I do not mean 
rheumatism. Charles Lickens, in A/l the Year 
Round, in an article on “Good Qualities of 
Gout,’ says—“‘A variety of endeavors have 
been made to define the difference between 
gout and rheumatism. Thus, gout is rich 
man’s rheumatism, and rheumatism is poor 
man’s gout, which is good only as a figure of 
speech. Another; put your toe in a vice ; turn 
the screw til you can bear the pain no longer; 
that’s rheumatism. Give the screw one turn 
more ; that’s gout.”. The same writer says— 
“But men who have lived soberly and tem- 
perately all their lives have, nevertheless, had 

out from their goutage till the close of their 
allotted term.” Again— One of our most 
esteemed medical classics has written, that 
when once gout has got hold of your system 
or your family, take all the precautionary 
measures you may, you will have gout now and 
then, especially towards the close of winter.” 
I do not believe it, and am quite convinced 
that alcohol is the cause, and abstinence from it 
the sure cure of gout. 

The Pathology and Treatment of Idiopathic 
Peripheral Neuralgia.—At the meeting of the 
Harveian Society, of London, on the Ist inst., 
Mr. Harry Lobb read a paper on the above 
subject, which we find published in the Lancet, 
of the 10th inst.: 

He commenced by dividing neuralgia into 
(1) Central, (2) Peripheral, and (3) Reflected. 
Of the central, arising from disease of the 
brain or spinal cord, he did not speak. The 
third division he proposed reserving for a fu- 
ture communication. The second was divided 
into Idiopathic, Traumatic, and Neuromatous. 
Idiopathic peripheral neuralgia was described 
as a stabbing, darting pain referred to the 


course or a nerve, shooting down the nerve 
like Jightning, coming on suddenly, lasting but 
@ moment, and repeated at intervals; the pain 
is so acute as to be unendurable if continuous. 
The part or limb affected with this form of 
neuraigia is colder, and the skin supplied by 
the neuralgic nerve is more or less numb, not 
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tender to the touch, the patient liking to be 
rubbed, and frequently grasping the part with 
the hands and pressing it. If the neuralgis 
has lasted any time, there is more or less pa 
ralysis in the muscles supplied by the accom. 
panying motor nerve. The author then gave, 
at some length, his views upon the generation 
and distribution of nerve-force from the capil. 
lary circulation, in order to make his deseri 
tion of the pathology o: this form of neuralgis 
intelligible. He described a sentient nerve 
as a conductor to the brain of sensations taking 
place at the periphery ; neuralgia is not, there- 
fore, a hyperzesthesia of its healthy function, 
During health, a nerve has no sensation proper 
in itself; and if it be struck, cut, or torn, the 
sensation is referred to the parts to which it is 
distributed; but in this form of neuralgia itis 
the nerve itself to which the pain is referred 
as darting up and down itscourse. A sentient 
nerve was likened to an iron conducting wire 
of a galvanic battery, which, if of a certain 
uniform diameter, conducts a given quantity 
of galvanism without being perceptibly affected 
by its passage; but if a portion of the wire be 
much finer than the rest it becomes red hot, 
being unable to conduct the whole of the gal- 
vanism, the remainder correlating into heat. 
So in a nerve ; from mal-nutrition, it is una 
ble to conduct normal sensations to the brain; 
the nerve-current, by affecting the polarity of 
the nerve itself, gives the idea of pain in that 
portion of the trunk of the nerve, its periphe- 
ric termination at the same time being numbed. 
The author considered the indications for treat- 
ment, therefore, to be increased and healthy 
circulation, arterial and nervous. After env 
merating the usual methods of treatment, he 
considered the only agent capable of carryi 
out these indicatiens to be the continuous 
vanic current; and he recommended, as the 
only apparatus that can be adapted to the sur- 
face of the body, and capable of generatings 
sustained current, the Pulvermacher chain— 
producing a continuous current of galvanic 
electricity in one uniform direction, mild, 
yet sufficiently energetic for medical purposes. 
Mr. Lobb then described the method of apply- 
ing the chain, and exhibited some experiments 
with its aid; as the decomposition of watef, 
contraction of muscles, &c. In the treatment 
of idiopathic peripheral neuralgia, he looked 
upon the Pulvermacher chain as a spect 
Immediately upon adapting the excited chain 
to the part, a genial glow is felt—not mere 
warmth, but a sense of vitality in the part; 
the patient is aware of a life giving agent, 
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jumediately says that he is relieved; the 
peuralgia disappears, and sensitiveness of the 
grface returns. The paper concluded with 
gveral interesting cases in which the continu- 
gus galvanic current afforded rapid and per- 
manent relief. 

Phantom Tumors.—The Medical Timesand 
Gazette relates some cases of phantom tumors, 
ot hysteric tympanitis, which came under the 
are of Drs. Ramskill and Jones, at the Me- 
ropolitan Free Hospital, in which, under the 
influence of chloroform, as unconsciousness 
was supervening, the abdomen at once flat- 
tened, until not the slightest appearance of 
tumor existed, although the patient, previous 
to inhaling the chloroform, bad the appearance 
of having arrived at the full period of preg- 
nancy. No escape of flatus was noticed. As 
the influence of the chloroform passed off the 
abdomen quickly resumed its original state, 
and became, in a few minutes, nearly as promi 
nent as ever. This case would seem to show 
the importance of anesthetics in aiding in 
forming a diagnosis in cases where a phantom 
tamor is suspected to exist. 


Toxical Properties of Chlorate of Potash. 
Dr. E. J. Fountain, of Davenport, Iowa, re- 
plies in the WV. Y. Medical Press to aparagraph 
published in the REPORTER giving the substance 
of astatement made by Mr. Osborn in the 
Tondon Lancet, of the toxical properties of 
chlorate of potash. 

He says: 

Th order to counteract the baneful influence 
of the paragraph, which may be going the 
rounds of the medical press, let me give youa 
few facts from my own experience, while en- 
gaged in a special investigation of the subject. 
Two or three cases will be here referred to, 
merely to show the fallacy of the imputed 
“Toxical properties” of the chlorate of potash. 
A full history of these cases, with others, 
vill shortly appear in a second report of my 
investigations on ‘Chlorate of Potash; and 
Oxygen, as a Remedial Agent, &c.”’ 

In one case of extensive and long-standing 
tketations of the neck, in a person of well 
marked scrofulous diathesis, I gave the chlo- 
rite of potash in drachm doses three times a 
day for six weeks, with the happiest effect, and 
mall respects directly the opposite from any 
iipleasant symptom. 

thave now undef my care a patient who is 
taking half an ounce, of the chlorate every 
Wwenty-four hours, for a purpose suggested on 
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theoretical views in my paper published in the 
New York: Journal of Medicine, of July last. 
It is being given for the arrest of incipient 
tubercular disease in a young lady whose 
symptoms were very alarming and rapidly 
progressing in serious character, until the chlo- 
rate was administered. The effect is no less 
surprising than gratifying. The half ounce is 
taken daily, with not the slightest unpleasant 
effect. In any case where it is indicated, it 
should be given as freely as this; and I have 
sometimes even given ove ounce per diem with 
the best effects and perfect impunity. 

It is perfectly innoxious, and the danger 
consists in giving too little and not too much. 

After reading the article quoted from the 
Philadelphia Medical and Surgical Reporter, 
I called at a durg store and had weighed out 
for me half an ounce of chlorate of potash, the 
whole of which I took at one dose the same 
evening. I was in perfect health at the time, 
and took it cimplye an experiment. This 
was last evening. Shortly after taking it I 
was called out to attend a case of labor, which 
occupied me most of the night. I felt no in- 
convenience from the dose, only a warm glow 
pervaded the surface of my body in about half 
an hour from the time it was taken. This 
morning I feel as well as usual, only having a 
slight headache, such as I usually have after 
being disturbed of my rest. It has not even 
produced any laxative effect, and certainly no 
manifestation of any toxical properties. 

I will conclude this notice of the subject by 
a quotation from a chemical report, by Dr. 
Hutchinson, Surgeon of the Metropolitan Free 
Hospital, England, whose opinions concerning 
the innocent nature of this article corresponds 
wita my own. He says: 

‘“‘It is certainly unfair to cite cases of ifs 
failure,” (speaking of the chlorate of potash,) 
‘“‘if in adults it has not been pushed to an 
ounce a day, and in infants, to at least a 
drachm. I have no hesitation whatever in 
attributing the doubt with which its merits 
have been regarded by some of late, to the in- 
efficient doses in which they have prescribed 
it. It is difficult to discover, either from 
personal observations or from the reports of 
others, any symptoms which migbt be taken 
to indicate disagreement of this remedy. In- 
deed, its administration in most cases, causes 
no perceptible effect, except the disappearance 
of the disease.” 

Transmission of Consumption by Cohabita- 
tion.—The contagiousness of Phthisis Pulmo- 
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nalis is a controverted question. The follow- 
ing conclusions of a work of M. Bruchon, 
(L’ Union Médicale,) appear to us worthy to 
be taken into serious consideration : 

Ist. Phthisis Pulmonalis can be communi- 
cated from person to person under the influence 
of cohabitation and the intimate relations 
which are the consequences of it; a proposi- 
tion which rests upon facts and reasoning. 

2d. The transmission is ordinarily effected 
from the older to the younger person. 

3d. In the great majority of cases the trans- 
mission is made from the man to the woman. 

4th. This species of contagion is much more 
to be feared as the person exposed has a 
greater predisposition to the disease in ques- 
tion. 

5th. The influences which contribute to 
bring about this result are: the identity of the 
hygienic conditions, the frequent absorption of 
morbid exhalations that the patient gives off, 
and fecundation by the latter. 

Gth. The practical consequences to be de- 
duced relate to prophylactic measures, that is 
to say, to the removal or diminution of the 
morbific cause. 


Extract of Cannabis in the Cure of Gon- 
orrhea.—Dr. M. D. Mooney communicates to 
the Oglethorpe Medical and Surgical Journal, 
his experience in the use of the Cannabis In- 
dica in this affection. 

Not having seen any prescription of the 
kind in any of the medical works, I have 
thought it not amiss to offer for your consider- 
ation my experience, of Herrings & Co.’s (40 
Aldersgate street, London,) Extract of Indian 
Cannabis, in the cure of gonorrhea. I was 
induced to use this remedy by the solicitation 
of a highly respectable gentleman, of whom I 
procured the prescription in one of the north- 
ern cities. I used the following prescription 
in four cases of gonorrhoea, and was successful 
in every case, in from five to seven days : 

BR Sugar of milk 3ss. 

Ext. Indian Cannabis 20 grs. 

Mix well together and divide into sixty pow- 
ders, one to be taken every three or four 
hours. 

This prescription I am pursuaded will re- 
lieve the most obstinate cases in a short time. 


Treatment of Dyspepsia.—The following 
from the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal strongly reminds one of an old-fashioned 
country doctor. The combination is evidently 
a good one for some forms of dyspepsia : 





BR. Ferri carb. precip. 
Magnes. cale. 
Pulv. ulmi, aa 3j. 
Pulv. cubebx, 3ss. M. 


Take a teaspoonfull in half a tea-cupfull of 
water, half an hour before eating. 


Astragaloid Disease—A man was sent wp 
from Cornwall with disease of the ankle-joint 
of two years’ standing, for which he was ai. 
mitted into the University College Hospital, 
In the treatment it became a question whether 
excision of the ankle should be performed, or 
amputation above it. There were some cir. 
cumstances favorable for the former; thas 
all the bones were healthy, except the astra 
galus and malleolar arch, and possibly also 
the astragaloid surface of the os calcis. This 
was determined by examination through seve. 
ral sinuses leading in different directions. Qn 
the other hand, there were considerable disor. 
ganization of the soft parts, and extreme laxity 
of the structures around the joint, particularly 
the ligaments. These were unfavorable for 
excision. The man himself was willing to 
submit to excision if he could be assured of 
its success, but was averse to a long residence 
in the hospital. Mr. Erichsen, therefore, de 
termined to amputate the leg, which was done 
on the Istof June. The astragalus was found 
carious on both sides, the malleolar arch was 
rough, and the cartilages replaced to a consi- 
derable extent by plastic material. An ab 
scess was present at the outer side of the 
ankle, and the soft structures were much 
thickened. The disease no doubt commenced 
in the astragalus. The articulating surface of 
the scaphoid bone was also affected; there 
was some mischief at the upper part of the os 
calcis, but the cuboid bone was sound. 

Four weeks afterwards we found the stump 
perfectly healed, excepting a little opening im 
the middle, and the patient was out in the 
fresh air seventeen days after the foot was 
taken off. This satisfactory termination bas 
been affected at an earlier period than excision 
would have permitted. 

We have lately seen three cases of diseas# 
of the foot, in which the mischief was solely 
confined to the os calcis. These were in pe 
tients under the care of Mr. Cock at Guy's 
Hospital, of Mr. Holt at the Westminster 
Hospital, and of Mr. Ure at St. Mary’s 
spectively. Gouging away the necrosed por 
tion has proved successful in all three.—La» 
cet. 
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“ Through the shadowy past, 
Like a tomb searcher, memory ran, 
Lifting each shroud that time had cast 
O’er buried hopes.” 

Daring the year which, as we write, is draw- 
ing near its close, we have recorded a remark- 
le succession of losses to the medical pro- 
fssion, and to science generally. 

As the opening of a year is naturally the 
ine for anticipation, its closing scene should 
le one of retrospection. As it has passed 
asa tale that is told,” let the story end with 


} moral. 


If now, before the misty veil of forgetfulness 
bseures the vision, we look back over the short 
riod of the year now passing away, some 
mowing memories will be awakened. Vacant 
Hairs sadden many firesides, and dark shadows 
hllon many high places in the ways of sci- 
nce. Among the recently departed are num- 
red some of the most eminent names of 
yodern times. Some of the first-born in science, 
hile toiling up the rugged path, have been 
utly blighted, and fallen with the excelsior 
moner upon them. The great sage of our 
limes, whose years had stretched almost from 
lemiddle of the last tc the middle of the 
resent century, has at last yielded, like a dis- 
med giant, and, weary of the conflict of life, 
ittered to his repose in the mother-like lap 


if Nature. The voices of eloquent teachers 


uong us have faltered, and are now stilled in 
¢ breathless slumber. Hands which lately 
ilded the magic wand of science, or the 
jen, are peacefully folded over breasts which 
rob not, in the great sleep of nature. 

Of some of these will be recorded full me- 
ors, but others have gone down to dusty 
ath unsung, and, beyond the limits of their 


aie Rocial circles, will soon be forgotten. It 


been in our power, as journalists, simply 


take note of their departure,—to have told 


ieit virtues and their deeds would have ren- 
red these limited pages but a sad thanatopsis 
their memories. Yet such memories of the 


“parted ought to be perpetuated on imperish- 
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able tablets, which might stand to the living 
as finger-posts, marking the devious way for 
those who would follow them to the heights 
which they had reached. 

The cheering influence of histories of the 
struggles and triumphs of those into whose 
vacant places we are stepping, would be an 
object worth gaining. The toiling practitioner 
and student have much to dampen their ardor, 
and could they oftener see the foot-prints of 
those who have preceded them, they would be 
incited and encouraged. 

The following fragment, from a late address 
on the life and labors of Laennec, by Dr. Flint, 
has led us to reflect on the general neglect of 
the memories of worthy members of the pro- 
fession : 


“The medifal profession, as it seems to me, 
has been remiss in often failing to place on 
record, for the benefit of posterity, the life- 
histories of its distinguished members. The 
profession does injustice to itself, as well as to 
the memories of those who have deserved to 
live in honorable remembrance. The contem- 
plation of the lives of worthy brethren who 
have gone before us, is well calculated to 
stimulate our zeal, guide our aims, encourage 
us to persevere, and increase the attachment 
to our calling. The profession is remiss in 
not doing more toward popularizing medical 
biography. It is mortifying to reflect that 
even the names of those who have rendered 
signal service to humanity by discoveries or 
improvements in medical science, are barely 
known to the intelligent portion of the com- 
munity. It would be difficult to find many 
persons in any community, out of the ranks of 
the medical profession, who are aware that 
such a man as Laennec ever lived. Or, to 
take a more striking illustration, how small a 
proportion of those who would blush to be con- 
sidered wanting in general information, are 
familiar with the name of the immortal dis- 
coverer of vaccination ; and yet, owing to the 
genius, boldness, industry and perseverance of 
Jenner, millions have been saved from death 
from the most loathsome of diseases! I can- 
not bnt think that the public estimation of 
our profession would be in no small measure 
enhanced, were a fair share of the popular 
biographical literature allotted to the lives of 
medical men. To the student in medicine, 
medical biography is especially to be com- 
mended, not merely as an attractive province 
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of polite learning, but because it cannot fail 
to exert a salutary and lasting influence upon 
the character. Let the young mind, anxious 
to fulfil its mission, go to the past and study 
the lives and labors of the great and good 
men, whose destinies in the world have oe 
accomplished. Who can doubt that it is in 
the order of Providence for the illustrious 
dead to serve as shining lights for the living. 
To illume the paths of those who are to follow 
in their footsteps, was a part of their mission. 
This thought should stimulate the desire to 
live beyond this bodily existence, in the cher- 
ished remembrance of mankind It is a noble 
and virtuous ambition to strive thus to sur- 
vive on earth, the brief term of mortal life.’’ 

But it is not alone the memories of the 
great ones of times long past which are ne- 
glected in the profession and ignored by the 
public. In the present time When literature 
of every form and character is spread broadcast, 
the good that men do should be made to live 
after them. 

The medical profession necds not only some 
Old Mortality to refreshen the imprints of 
time-worn memories, but also those who will 
save from oblivion the good decds of those 
who are yearly falling around us. 

These records would be the laconic lessons 
of life times, and though the peaceful career 
of the physician yields not usually the mate- 
rials for an exciting biography, the narrative 
eannot fail in interesting all who love the pro- 
fession whose object is the devotion of science 
to humanity. 


**WHO SUFFER FROM THE QUACKS.” 


Such is the title of an editorial note in a 
reeent number of the Lancet. It seems that 
Mr. Jones, a tradesman not over-burdened 
with either money, wit, or wisdom, suffered 
himself, as many others, like him in every re- 
spect do, to be imposed upon by quacks. 
When, however, his eyes were opened, and he 
realized that he had been imposed upon, he 
had the pluck to prosecute the impostors, and 
had them convicted and punished. The prose- 
cution cost Mr. Jones three hundred dollars, 
and, as he could ill afford to lose the money, 
the magistrate before whom the case was tried 
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led off in an attempt to reimburse the amom, 
tohim. Let it be remembered that this yy 
a matter-of lawyer’s fees. If it had been, 
physician’s or a surgeon’s fees, the matte 
would have been very easily settled by Mr 
Jones getting a reccipt in full, and no logs t 
him, or appeal to, the public. Lawyers mug 
be paid for their precious services, whether 
physicians are or not! The Lancet says; 





“Mr. Norton, greatly sympathizing with the pe. 
cuniary loss of Mr. Jones, the prosecutor of the 
Bennett and Watters gang, has suggested from the 
magisterial bench that the medical profession should 
defray those costs. He remarked that the profe 
sion were more interested than the public in the 
punishment of these rogues. We emphatically dis. 
sent from that dictum. If we have any interest in 
the matter, it is in their continued prosperity. These 
togati vultures prey upon the public; but to the grest 
body of medical practitioners they act rather a 
jackals than vultures. They terrify, they injum, 
they sicken the healthy; they keep constantly be 
fore the eyes of those who are well and sound, 
gloomy pictures of probable disease and death; they 
identify the most ordinary symptoms of derange- 
ment, or even natural physiological conditions, with 
the precursors of horrible and loathsome maladies 
A headache, a pain in the back, a thickness in the 
urine—the habitual indications of momentary indis 
position, they loudly, publicly announce as the fore 
runners of disease. If the nervous man blushes or 
the idle man yawns, if the student is sensible of las 
situde, or the laborer of fatigue, he learns from 
them that these sensations are the awful warnings 
of imaginary and shadowy evils. Not one of us but 
has profited by the groundless fears with which thes 
scoundrels have thus, for their own base purposes, 
inspired young men; for they frighten thousands 
whom they do not attract. It is true that medied 
practitioners have combined, earnestly and ener 
getically, to denounce and to prosecute these fel- 
lows. But if they have done so, it is because they 
are actuated by the highest and noblest motives; i 
is because so shameful a desecration of an art which 
has in it a sacred element outrages their feelings: 
it is because they are not content to stand idle sod 
see the wrong done, of which they alone know tt 
full extent. It is not our interest, and it is dow 
ful whether it can be called our duty, to avenge the 
wrongs done to others, and which are profitable # 
us. But it is the interest of the public to protect 
themselves from the injury which such herds of i 
postors habitually inflict. It is for the rich, whe 
suffer less from this plague, to help the poor, wie 
suffer most from it, and who suffer in ignorant 
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fhe prosecution of these men should be undertaken than one short year. 
bys society of laymen; and it is to the general the Reporter, 


poblic that Mr. Jones should be able to look with 
gafdence for reimbursement of the few score of 
pounds which he has expended in relieving them 
fom a gang of impostors who levied an annual tax 

them of nine thousand a year, to the detriment 
dike of their pockets and their persons. 


We heartily endorse every word of the above. 
Whether it is so in England, we know not, 
jot in this country one of the most potent en- 
ines used by quacks to friyhten the people 
into purchasing their medicines, is the publi 
ation of medical pamphlets, sometimes under 
over of an almanac, or treatise on hygiene, 
wd in books addressed particularly to women, 
nd secretly sold to them. In these works 
rvelations—many of them fully illustrated— 
of the most abominable, loathsome and filthy 
lind are made. The result is fairly stated in 
he quotation from the Lancet, above. It has 
ben our experience, and we presume it is that 
@ many other practitioners, to be called to 
patients, and have them go to a sly corner and 
take from its hiding place one of these abom- 
ible bouks, and thurst it under our nose, 
with “ dogs ears’ turned down here and there, 
toplaces which they fancy describe the malady 
wider which they labor. 

Homeopathy and hydropathy have used 
this engine for advancing their interests, with 
geat diligence and success. They owe their 
wary existence, in great measure, toa judicious 
we of their “ manuals.” 


THE CLOSING YEAR. 


This number of the REPoRTER closes the labors 
#1859. If any of our readers wish to know 
whether we have worked during the year let 
them gather together their numbers from Janu- 
#7 8th to December 31st, inclusive, and they 
wil find that they will make a portly volame 
i tize—and if the contents be examined, it 
wil be found that the work contains a vast 
‘mount of medical information, presented in a 
cise manner. We confess, that we look 
"pon the result of the year’s labors with a good 

of complaisance. 


But a time like this carries us further back 


EDITORIAL—CORRESPONDENCE. 





815 


In December, 1850, 
which was then a quarterly, 
was easily carried to the post office in the 
form cf a bundle under the arm. Now it 
requires several large mail bags every week 
to supply the demand. Truly, we have re- 
ceived many tokens of favor at the hands of 
the profession, and the experience of the past 
gives us increased confidence for the future ! 
We shall commence the labors of a new year 
in the belief that by the time it has rolled 
around, our present subscription list will have 
doubled, 


Discussion on Anesthetics —We trust that 
our readers will not overlovk the important 
discussion on anesthetics, recently had before 
the Academy of Medicine of New York, pub- 
lished in this number. The views of that emi- 
nent physiologist, Dr. John C. Dalton, are 
worthy of special attention. 


Coming back.—As we expected, many of 
the medical students who left this city last 
week under a temporary excitement, are re- 
turning, to continue their studies here. We 
have no doubt but a large proportion, if not 
most of those who left, will eventually finish 
their studies in this city. We repeat, what 
was intimated last week, that other than po- 
litical influences were the most potent in cre- 
ating the excitement, and that its reactionary 
effect will be beneficial rather than injurious 
to the cause of medical teaching in this city. 


———_——+e00—____-—- 


Employment of the Salts of Lead im 
Phthisis.—1t having been lately announced 
that the saturnine medication had proved bene- 
ficial in tubercular disease, several practition- 
ers have given their experience to the various 
medical journals of France, and all deny its 


efficacy. Of three cases reported by one gen- 
tleman, two had died, and one was worse than 
before the treatment. Another says that he 
made use of the carbonate of lead in but two 
cases, in these the maracmus and debility were 
instantly aggravated, and the medicine was 
obviously injurious. 
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Dr. Valentine Mott.—The veteran Surgeon, 
Dr. Mott of New York, still continues active 
at an age when most surgeons are physically 
incapacitated for their responsible duties,— 
when the hand falters, and the eye can no 
longer lead the knife safely through the lab- 
rynth of human structure. Yet he uses no 
artificial aid to his vision, and his hand moves 
with its long-accustomed precision. 

Dr. Mott has exceeded any American Sur- 
geon in the number of his operations, and has 
probably performed more than any person now 
living. He did much in early life to develop 
an American Surgery, and his name is fre- 
quently recorded as the first to perform many 
important operations. 

He admits his indebtedness to a long study 
of surgical anatomy for his great success as 
an operator, and his knife can scarcely touch a 
fibre but with which his accurate study of the 
cadaver has made him familiar. He expresses 
a contempt for that surgery which follows cer- 
tain mechanical rules and measurements with- 
out requiring a precise knowledge of relative 
anatomy for its only guidance. 

Now he stands a living monument of surgi- 


cal progress, blending an immense experience 
of the past with the most recent improvements 
of the present. 


Professor A. Von Graefe’s Ophthalmological 
Clinic at Berlin.—(Med. Times and Gazette.) 
—This is by far the largest Ophthalmological 
establishment in existence, as besides several 
thousand out-door patients, above 100 beds 
are made up. Certainly, if diseases of the 
eye are not well taught there, it will not be 
from want of lecturing upon them, as may be 
seen from following programme for the Session 
1859-60 :—1. Optics, Dr. Leiberich; 2. In- 
troduction to the Microscopical Examination 
of the Kye, Dr. Schweiger. 3. On the Dis- 
eases of the Eye, Professor A. von Graefe. 
4. “ Propiideutische” Clinic of Diseases of the 
Eye, Dr. Michaelis. 5. Private Clinic of 
Diseases of the Eye, Professor A. von Graefe. 
6. Private Ophthalmoscopic Practice, Dr. Lie- 
bereich. 7. Private Exercises on the Func- 
tions of the Eye, Dr. Liebereich. 8. Recapi- 
tulations of the entire subject of Eye Diseases, 
Dr. Michaelis. 9. Private Lectures on Opc- 
rations, with practice on the Phantom and 
Dead Body, by Professor A. von Graefe. 
10. Private Course of Operations on the Eye, 
Dr. Schuft. 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 
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Hydropathy is to be tested in the Military 
Hospital at Moscow, the Emperor of Rus, 
having ordered that one hundred beds by 
placed at the disposal of Dr. Kreyser for this 
purpose. 


Illegitimacy.—The proportion of illegit. 
mate births in Scotland, (says the Lancet) js 
very large, but in France, Austria and Pry 
sia matters are far worse. In Scotland i 
stands at one to ten; but it is stated that ip 
Paris and Vienna every third child is illegit. 
mate; and in Munich, years have even occu. 
red when the number of illegitimate birth 
has surpassed that of the legitimate. In Lon. 
don, the children born out of wedlock area 
one to twenty. 

Army Intelligence--Court Martial.—Assist. 
ant Surgeon Horace R. Wirtz, Medical De. 
partment, U. S. Army, was recently arraigned 
and tried before a Court Martial on the follov. 
ing charge and specifications. We cannot but 
regard Dr. Wirtz’s conduct in this case a 
having been reprehensible, and unprofessional 
in the highest degree. Whatever insult, rel 
or fancied, Dr. Wirtz may have received, it 
was no time to revenge himself for it whe 
called to attend in an extreme case of illness: 


Conduct to the prejudice of good order and 
military discipline, 

Specification Ist. That said Wirtz, on the 
15th of July, 1858, did, at Fort Steilacoom, 
neglect and fail to give medical attendance to 
the family of Lieutenant Colonel Casey, U.8 
A., when called for that purpose. 

Specification 2d. The same with the cor 
cluding part changed to read “ when required 
by said Casey to do so.” 

The accused plead “not guilty” to the 
charge and Ist Specification, and “ guilty’ 
the 2d Specification. 

The Court found him “guilty” on the 
charge and 2d Specification, and “not guilty’ 
on the 1st Specification ; and he was sentenced 
to be reprimanded in general orders. 

_The Court said it was thus lenient because 
of doubts entertained by officers of the medi 
ical corps whether it was their duty to attend 
the families of officers. The fact that profes 
sional advice and assistance were rendered it 
a private manner through the civil physicia 
engaged, tends to manifest the absence of aay 
disposition to withhold from a sick family, se 
vices demanded by right professional feeling 
and ordinary humanity. 
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The Secretary of War issued the following 
in the case of Surgeon Wirtz: 

War Department, Dec. Tth, 1859. 

The Department disapproves the acquittal 
of the 1st Specification. The case was one 
of serious illness. The Assistant Surgeon 
declined to attend, stating that he ‘felt some- 
what indisposed that evening,” and that ‘‘some 

ician” might be had at a place “23 miles” 
of, The Commanding officer testifies that he 
knew of none nearer than 74 miles. 

The conviction of the 2d Specification and 
of the charge, is confirmed. The case was 
meof extreme urgency; a case of paralysis. 
The Assistant Surgeon refused to render pro- 
fessional aid. He intimates personal feeling 
as the ground of his refusal; and alleges that 
s physician was within a mile and a half. 
The Commanding officer states that he had no 
knowledge of the person he was compelled to 
employ. 

The Department believes that the object of 
the sentence of the Court is affected by the 
simple publications of the facts in orders. 

The Department regrets to discover, from 
these proceedings, that an explanation of the 
regulation in this matter can be needed. It 


provides that the medical officers of the army 
shall attend, as an official duty, the families of 


their brother officers and soldiers when other 
medical attendance cannot be procured. This, 
of course, means other competent medical at- 
tendance, and to be procured in due time and 
with reasonable convenience. It may be 
needed instantly and on the spot. . The cir- 
cumstances which bring a case within the 
regulation cannot be defined; nor can the De- 
partment conceive, from the high tone and 
professional feeling of the Medical Corps, that 
sch definition can be necessary. For the 
in general, the regulation, even as it 
stands, is unnecessary. But it is intended to 
meet those rare cases of neglect and miscon- 
duet which it is possible may cccur. And in 
making the attendance on families in case of 
hecessity an official duty of the Corps, the 
Department does not suppose that their ser- 
vies will not be rendered freely in all cases, 
and received with the grateful appreciation 
Which is their due. The regulation, paragraph 
183, is so far amended as to authorize medi- 
tines to families. 
Assistant Surgeon Wirtz will be released 
arrest and returned to duty. 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 
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Dr. Wm. A. Carswell, of South Carolina, 
has been appointed to be Assistant Surgeon 
in the U. S. Army, vice Surgeon Babcock, 
deceased. 


Leave of absence for six months has been 
— to Surgeon D. ©. DeLeon, Medical 
epartment. : 


Cholera is said to be prevailing in a very 
fatal form in the north of Africa. In a body 
of 400 artillery-men, 144 died of cholera in a 
short time. 

The Press says that Dr. Mott performed, a 
few days ago, his one hundred and sixty-fifth 
operation for lithotomy. 


The new chair of Pharmacology—We learn 
from the Med. Times and Gazette, that the 
Faculty of Medicine of Paris has converted the 
Chair of Pharmacy in that institution into one 
of Pharmacology, thus separating Materia 
Medica from Therapeutics. M. Regnault has 
been nominated the first professor. M. Dumas, 
in his report to the Minister of Public Instruc- 
tion, says,—“The course of Pharmacolo 
will comprehend:—1. An exposition of the 
general procedures for the preparation of 
Medicines. 2. The special examination of 
medicinal agents in relation to their natural 
history, their chemical and physical characters, 
their pharmaceutical forms, and their adulte- 
rations. 3. The art of constructing formule. 
4, The history of natural and artificial mineral 
waters; and 5. The ancient and modern his- 
tory of pharmacy.” The following are the 
motives which have induced the commission 
to unite the materia medica itself to pharmacy, 
and to separate it from therapeutics. ‘‘ The 
materia medica, or the natural history of drugs, 
is a branch of the teaching the art of healing; 
the basis or point of departure of which is 
rather to be sought amidst the collections of 
the naturalist, and in the shop of the pharma- 
cien than at the bedside. On the contrary, 
it is at the bedside that therapeutics must be 
studied ; and when the Faculty has to choose 
a professor of therapeutics, it has, ministering , 
to the wants of its pupils, to occupy itself with 
the doses in which medicines should be pre- 
scribed, the preferable forms for their admin- 
istration, and the effects to be expected from 
their action, regard being had to the condition 
and strength of the patient, the complications 
of the disease, and the general conditions of 
time and place. Therefore, it selects a clini- 
cal observer, who by habit and taste is, in 
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general a stranger to the study of the materia 
medica, which in his hands is confined to the 
history of the usual remedies. But for the 
chair of pharmacology a candidate must be 
chosen who is specially prepared, by his prac- 
tical knowledge of simple drugs, and by his 
studies in the two-fold direction of chemistry 
and natural history, to undertake a good and 
complete course of materia medica.” 


Anthropological Society.—F ollowing the ex- 
ample of the zethnological associations in Kng- 
land and the United States, certain Freaoch 
savants have united themselves together under 
the above title. Laudatory reference is made 
to the works of Morton and Gliddon. The 
officers of the new society are, MM. Martin 
Magron, President; Béclard, Vice President ; 
Broca and Dureste, Secretaries; Lemercier, 
Archivist ; Godart, Treasurer. 


Marriage of Cousins.—Governor Magoffin, 
of Kentucky, recommends the legislature of 
that State to prohibit by law, under severe 
penalties, the marriage of cousins. He says 
that the imbecile, insane, deaf mutes and 
blind in the different asylums of that State, 
who are the offsprivg of cousins, is from six- 
feen to twenty per cent. of the whole number ; 
and he claims that it is the right and duty of 
the State to protect herself against the evil and 
expense by forbidding such unions, which na- 
ture plainly forbids by the natural penalty she 
uniformly inflicts. 


Curious Effects of Flaxseed —M. Chabrely, 
in the Journal de Medicine de Bordeaux, 
gives some curious instances of the seemingly 
poisonous action of this usually innocent sub- 
stance, on persons affected with a certain idio- 
syncracy. He has seen the application of a 
flaxseed poultice, on a blistor, followed by all 
the symptoms of cedema of the ylottis, while 
at the same time a papular eruption covered 
the body from head to foot. When the poul- 
tice was removed the symptoms soon disap- 
pent. A grocer could not handle ground 

xseed, without experiencing something re- 
sembling angina pectoris, accompanied by a 

apular eruption and itching ; he could touch 
inseed oil with impunity. 

The most curious case was of a lady, in 
whom the simple smell of the flaxseed pro- 
duced violent asthma, and crowded her body 
with an erythema; if she touched ground flax- 
seed to make a poultice, instantly the whole 
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air passage, genito urinary organs, and sto 
all reddened and became the seat of the mog 
violent and intolerable itching; the only rp. 
medy was to carry her into the open air, 
Impressed by these facts, M. Chabrely pro. 
poses, in inflammation, to replace flaxseed pou). 
tices by those of rice flour, cooked with water 
as has already been adopted in the hospitals of 
Bordeaux, by Prof. Chaumer, who finds them 
eminently antiphlogistic and useful, provided 
they are put on cold, and are frequently rm. 
newed ; for as soon as they undergo acid fer. 
mentation, they change their propcrties and 
become hard and irritating. 







Bellevue Hospital.—Dr. J. T. Metcalfe ba 
resigned his post of Physician to this instita. 
tion. This has occurred, we fear, from ill 
health, as he has departed for the South on 
that account. Dr. T. G. Thomas bas been 
appointed in his place, and also temporarily 
lectures for him in the University of New 
York. 

Hospital for Epileptics—We learn from 
the Lancet that in accordance with a su 
tion of the late Dr. Marshall Hall, who took 
great interest in the pathology and treatmentof 
epilepsy, a hospital for epileptics is about be 
ing established in London, and it is expected 
that the distinguished Dr. Brown Séquard, of 
Paris, will become one of the pliysicians of 
the institution. 


Longevity.—The following may be seen on 
a gravestone in Derwen (Denbigshire) chureh- 
yard: “ Husband died, aged 103; wife died, 
aged 98 ; their son died, aged {7 ; their daugb- 
ter, aged 107 ; their grandson, aged 98; total, 
499; average 994.” 


The New Directory —We have just received 
the first copy from the press of Cuhen’s Phils 
delphia Directory for 1860. Such a vast a 
cuwulation of items could not, of course, a 
the first edition, be accomplished without some 
errors, yet an examination will show its supe 
riority over anything of the kind yet produced. 
The responsibility of the work has rested et 
tirely upon the proprietor, to whose sag 
and enterprise this city is indebted for 
most complete directory in this country. As 
every practitioner has need of a copy, it 
better be secured at once, as there are few 
printed beyond the number required to sup 
ply subscribers. Office No. 606 Chestast 
street. 





mucous membrane was irritated, eyes, nose, 
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Dr. B., Penna.—We have had no personal experience in the 
yeofPropylamin in rheumatism. Refer to pages 289 and 438 
ofthe last volume of the Rerorter. There isstrong evidence in 
gvor of the remedy, but it is not unlikely that too much is 
tsimed for it, as is apt to be the case with new remedies, You 
anrély on the firm you name for a pure article. 

Sunlight is the best agent for whitening skeletons. Solutions 
entaining chlorine are often used for the purpose, but they in- 
jare the bones, and should not be employed. 


NEWS AND 


Dr. F, New Haven, Conn.—Your letter fails, after all, to in- 
frm us what number of the Reporter is still missing to com- 
plete your file. We can, and will supply it, when we know what 
number is wanted. As to the other—eh bien. 


Dr. F, Darlington, Md.—Books forwarded by Adams’ ex- 
preas. 


Dr. ¥., Montezuma, Iowa.—We can furnish the Reporter in 
its weekly form from the commencement, at the original sub- 
sription price. See notice on cover. We can also furnish a full 
stofthe monthly series, except half of the first volume—in all 
tmanda half volumes. The price is $10. 


Acorrespondent, whose letter is mislaid, but who we think 
retides in Ohio, is referred to the second volume of the REPORTER, 
p- 5, for the Regulations for Admission and Promotion in the 
Medical Department of the Navy. The candidate should notify 
the Secretary of the Navy of his intention to apply for admis- 
sion. If possible, he should get an introduction from a Senator, 
Representative or other person, though if he obtains a position 
inthe Navy it will be entirely e merito. If our correspondent 
bis not the copy of the Reporter by him (April 23, 1859,) we can 
forward it to him 


Dr. A. H. H., Rich Gulch, California—The following works 
havebeen forwarded by mail: Gray’s Anatomy, Meigs on Dis- 
tees of Women, Dunglison’s Dictionary, Fowne’s Chemistry, 
Paget’s Pathology. 


Dr. H., Powesheik co., Jowa.—You will find your question in 
regard to Popylamin answered above. 


Communications RECEIVED.—Connecticut, Dr. 0. C. Foote— 
Ddaware, Dr. W. 8. Forwood—Georgia, Dr. W. W. Wall--Jowa, 
hr. J. H. H. Vesk, (with encl.)—Kentucky, Dr. George Cowan, 
(With encl.)— Massachusetts, Dr. C. Williamson--Nebraska, Dr. 
4.B. Maun, (with encl.)--New Jersey, Dr. W. Johnson, Dr. J. 
¥. Woodhull, (with encl.,) Dr. Robert B. Browne, Dr. C. R. Prall, 
Dr. Jno, M. Snowden, (with encl.,) Dr. Louis 8. Blackwell, (with 
tc.)—New York, Gotham, Dr. E. H. Parker, Dr. Ch. F. J. 
Iehlbach—Ohio, Dr. C. T Hash—Pennsylvania, Dr. B. D. F. 
hind, Dr. J. L. Stewart— Virginia, Dr. Thos. E. Shauds. 


Books Received.—We have received the following works: 
Transactions of the American Medical Association for 1859; Pro- 
ceedings of the Third National Quarantine and Sanitary Conven- 
tion; Metcalf on Caloric. 


Payments to Mr. Hulme.—J.L. Atlee, Jr., H. 8. Carpenter, F. 
¥. Vandersloot, Jacob Hay, H. M. McClellan, John F. Fisher, 
Janes W. Kerr, F. Hinkle, A. N. Breneman, B. J. Westling, C. 
1. Prato, John Curwen, W. M. Guilford, J. Bristenbach, John 8. 
iryon, & K. Treichler, D. 8. Cooper, H. A. Fabnestock, Isaac 
Riley Bucher, C. J. Gloninger, Henry Ruby, R. O. Hays, A. J. 

Thomas J. Moore, John Lowman, Andrew Yeagby. 
Robert Brown, 8. S. Marchand, W. 8. Woods, A. C. Murdock, J. 
‘Christy, B. M. Failor, R. Hillt. 


— Fayments.—Dr. J. 8. Moffitt, Dr. J. 8. Mulford, Dr. Jas. 
Wood, Mr. 8, W. Hilles, Dr. Winkler. 
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Missing Numbers sent to Dr, T. W. Blatchford, N. ¥., Dr. C. 
R. Prall, NV. J., Dr. W. C. Larkin, Texas, Drs. Dashiell and Ches- 
ter, Zenn., Dr. C. C. Foote, Dr. W. H. Myers, Dr. W. W. Wall, 
Dr. J. L. Stewart. 


MISCELLANY. 


0. 


MARRIAGES. 


Cotrax—Comstock—At Hartford, Conn., on Christmas Kve, 
by Rev. N. J. Burton, Mr. Albert Comstock, of New York city, 
to Miss Anne, daughter of Dr. W. W. Colfax, of Pompton, N. J. 


GLover—TeraumMe—Dec 21, in Brooklyn, by Rev. Dr. Kenna- 
day, John J. Glover, M. D., to Miss Margaret, daughter of A. 
Terhume, Esq., all of Brooklyn. 


DEATHS. 


Bascock—At Gainesville, Texas, Oct. --, 1859, Assistant Sur- 
geon Wm. H. Babcock. 








UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT. 
MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


LECTURES 
Commence on the last Thursday of February, annually, 
AT BURLINGTON, VT.,, 


AND CONTINUE SIXTEEN WEEKS. 


FEES. 


Matriculati 
Lecture Fees. 
a A +t 


Third Course Students 











BOARD OP PROFESSORS. 
S. W. Taaver, Jr., M. D., Anatomy. 
D. 8. Conant, M. D., Surgery. ; 
W. Carpenter, M. D., Theory and Practice and Materia Medica. 
R. C. Stites, M. D., Physiology and Pathology. 
J. Perkins, M. D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Chil- 


Hann M. Suxty, M.D. Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
8. W. THAYER, Jz., Burlington, Vt. 
167 Dean of the Faculty. 
FOR SALE OR RENT. 
A VALUABLE COUNTRY RESIDENCE 
In Attleboro’, Bucks co., Pa., with from 5 to 20 Acres of 
EXCELLENT LAND. 





HE MANSION HOUSE, of Brick, is large and commodious, 
as five rooms and office on the first floor, and is surrounded 
with fine Shade and Fruit Trees, with Barn and all necessary 
ut-Buildings. 
: It isa 9 desirable location for a physician, having been the 
residence of a gentleman in excellent practice, and is in a wealthy 
and improving neighborhood. us, 


W. 8. HIL’ 
South-east corner 11th and Washington av., Phila. 
M. W. ALLEN, ‘ 
Attleboro’, Backs county, Pa. ; 
Sep Inquiry may be made at this office. IOT 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NOW READY. 
THE PHYSICIAN’S HAND-BOOK 


OF PRACTICE 


FOR 1860. 


BY 

WIELIAM ELMER, M. D. 
AND 

LOUIS ELSBERG, M. D. 


This little Manual contains the conveniences of 
A DIARY; 
A VISITING UisT, 
A POCKET ACCOUNT BOOK, 


A CLASSIFIED LIST OF DISEASES, 


AND 


A VERY COMPLETE LIST OF REMEDIAL AGENTS, 


in a compass 80 small as to be readily carricd in the pocket. 


The profession will find it in all respects the most complete 


work of the sort published, 


OPINION OF WILLARD PARKER, M. D. 


Professor of Surgery in the N. ¥. Oollege of Physicians and 
Surgeons. 


“It certainly contains more of that kind of information an 
every day practitioner requires than any thing of the kind with 


which I am acquainted. 


“TI will call the attention to the arrangement for the record 
of important cases. Every man requires something of the 


kind. 


eS 


OPINION OF VALENTINE MOTT, M. D. 


“ T regard it as a very valuable work for physicians, and the 


best thing of the kind I have seen.” 


_—— 


Bound in Morocco, gilt édged, pocket-book form, price $1 25, 


mailed free of postage on receipt of price. 
Published by 


W. A. TOWNSEND & CO, 


46 Walker Street, New York. 
And for sale by J. B, LIPPINCOTT & CO., Philadelphia, and 


by booksellers generally. 162 





JOHN F. ORD, MANUFACTURER op 
y THE PATENT METALLIC SKELE. 
TON ARTIFICIL LEG, 


No. 31 North Ninth st., below Arch st, 


PHILADELPHIA, June 11,1855. It affords me great 
=— to certify, that the Metallic Artificial 14 
nvented and manufactured by Yerger & Ord, is, in 
my opinion, incomparably superior in every re. 
spect to any article of the kind J have ever seen in 
Europe or America. 


‘ WILLIAM GIBSON, M. D, 
Emeritus Professor of Surgery in the University of Penna, 


The following Report, shows conclusively, the opinion enter. 
tained - this leg, by the well-known Surgeons, whose names are 
annexed: 


REPORT OF THE JUDGES OF THE FRANKLIN 
INSTITUTE EXHIBITION OF 1851. 


The Committee have performed the duty assigned to them, 
and herewith respectfully submit their Report: 

The only objects of comparison presented to them, were two 
Artificial Legs, above described, one of which, (No. 3155,) has 
already received a Silver Medal from the Institute, and being 
composed of soft wood (willow) and iron, is, in the opinion of the 
Committee, decidedly inferior tothe Patent Skeleton Leg, (No. 
3173,) the important parts of which are made of steel, s0 con 
trived as to increase its strength and durability, without impair- 
ing its lightness. 

The Committee cannot refrain from expressing their appro 
bation and admiration of the Apparatus for Club Feet. (No. 3172) 
the ingenuity of which has not been surpassed. They recom- 
mend the award of the following premiums: 

First—To Messrs. Yerger & Ord, for their Skeleton Metallic 
Leg soe seeceeseeceesereeeee First Premium. 

Second—To the same for their Improvements in Club Foot 
Apparatus. Second Premium. 
PAUL B. GODDARD, M.D. J. P. BETHELL, M. D. 

L. D. BODDER, M. D. J. H. B. M’CLELLAN, M.D. 
J. M. WALLACE, M. D. 

In addition to the above strong recommendations, over thre 
hundred original certificates are on file in the office. 

Pamphlets and directions for measure sent on application s 
above. JOHN F. ORD. 

N. B.—Surgical apparatus for every variety of deformity made 
to order. 159 


PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGE OF DENTAL SURGERY. 
SESSION 1859-60. 


FACULTY. 
T. L. BUCKINGHAM, D.D.S. 
Professor of Chemistry and Metallurgy. 
J. H. McQUILLEN, D.D.S. 
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 
WILLIAM CALVERT, D.D.S. 
Frofessor of Mechanical Dentistry. 
J. L. SUESSEROTT, D.D.S. 
Professor of the Principles of Dental Surgery and Therapeuties. 
C. N. PIERCE, D.D.S. ‘ 
Professor of Dental Physiology and Operative Dentistry. 








D. H. GOODWILLIE, D.D.S. 
Demonstrator of Operative Dentistry. 


J. J. GRIFFITH, D.D.S. 
echanical Den’ 


Demonstrator of Mi tistry. 


The regular Course will commence on the first Monday of 
November, and continue until the first of March ensuing. 

During October the Laboratory will be open, and a 2 
— delivered every Saturday by one of the Professors, 


clock P. M. 

The most ample facilities furnished for a thorough course of 
practical instruction. 10 
Tickets for the Course, Demonstrator’s Tickets included, 
dollars; Matriculation Fee, 5 dollars; Diploma Fee, 30 dollars. 

For further 


Tress 
W. CALVERT, Dean, 
133 North Eleventh street. 
150 Philadelphis 
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